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FCC COMMENCES 2018 QUADRENNIAL REVIEW
 OF MEDIA OWNERSHIP RULES  

Commission Seeks Comment on Local Radio and Television Ownership Rules, 
Dual Network Rule, and Diversity-Related Proposals

  -- 
WASHINGTON, December 12, 2018—The Federal Communications Commission today adopted 
a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking commencing the 2018 Quadrennial Review of the 
Commission’s media ownership rules.  The Commission is legally required to review certain 
broadcast ownership rules every four years to determine whether they “are necessary in the public 
interest as the result of competition” and to “repeal or modify any regulation [the Commission] 
determines to be no longer in the public interest.”  

The rules subject to this quadrennial review obligation are the Local Radio Ownership Rule, the 
Local Television Ownership Rule, and the Dual Network Rule.  The Local Radio and Local 
Television Ownership Rules limit the total number of broadcast radio and television stations, 
respectively, that may be commonly owned in a media market.  The Dual Network Rule prohibits 
a merger between or among the Big Four broadcast networks (ABC, CBS, Fox, and NBC).   

In this Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, the Commission seeks comment on whether these three 
rules continue to serve the public interest or whether they should be modified or eliminated in 
light of changes to the media marketplace.  In addition, the notice seeks comment on three 
proposals relevant to promoting diversity in the broadcast industry.  The statute specifically 
excludes the national television ownership cap from the quadrennial review.  

Action by the Commission December 12, 2018 by Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FCC 18-179).  
Chairman Pai, Commissioners O’Rielly and Carr approving.  Commissioner Rosenworcel 
approving in part and dissenting in part.  Chairman Pai, Commissioners O’Rielly, Carr, and 
Rosenworcel issuing separate statements.
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This is an unofficial announcement of Commission action.  Release of the full text of a Commission order constitutes 
official action.  See MCI v. FCC, 515 F.2d 385 (D.C. Cir. 1974).


